[Beta-thromboglobulin and fibrinopeptide A in acute myocardial infarction].
Fifty patients suffering from acute myocardial infarction were evaluated for beta-thromboglobulin and fibrinopeptide A (FpA) during the first 12 hours after admission. It has been noted that beta-thromboglobulin levels were higher than normal in most of patients examined, whereas FpA levels were higher only in four cases. On the contrary, after 12 hours beta-thromboglobulin levels were normal in all subjects whereas FpA levels showed the same high values. These results indicate that platelets may play an important role only in the acute phase of infarction and that the thrombus formation, accounted for by presence of fibrinogen derivative, only later might occur.